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INTRODUCTION
If you are a visitor to our church, welcome. We hope your visit fills you with peace and that you will join
us in prayer. If you are a parishioner, we hope that this booklet will help you to use the art of our church,
especially the stained glass, as an aide to your prayer.

Art is human participation in the creative life of God. Good religious art does the same thing as prayer,
it “lifts our hearts and minds to God.”  By contemplating the art in our parish church we hope you will
find your heart and mind lifted to God.

OUR FAMILY PORTRAIT GALLERY
When you walk into someone’s home, you see art work that reflects the residents.  You also see photos
of their family members that tell you the family history.  That is the general theme of the art work in our
church.  It reflects our beliefs and tells you something of our church family history.

When we set out to build a new church in 1999, we were aware that we were approaching the second
millennium of our family history, of Christian history.  We wanted to pay homage to many of those who
had “gone before us marked with the sign of faith,” as we say in the liturgy.  When you look at the
stained glass windows in St. John Vianney Church you should think of a family portrait gallery.

The large vertical windows on either side of the church contain a sketch of the history of the Catholic
Church.  They are more or less in chronological order, beginning on the north (left hand side as you
face the altar) with witnesses to the resurrection and proceeding around the church to the front window
on the south (right hand side as you face the altar) with figures from the 20th century.

The front wall of the church as you face the altar contains three windows.  The rose (round) window
depicts the light of the gospels.  The window to the right, behind the choir area, depicts the Holy Family.
The window to the left, by the ramp, depicts our patron, St. John Vianney along with the people of his
parish in Ars, France, and our parish in Prince Frederick.  The rear wall of the church depicts the seven
sacraments in glass. The altars are depictions of the Eucharist.

A WORD ABOUT THE SAINTS
Who are saints?  They are the heroes of our faith.  The Catholic Church says that their lives are models
of the Christian faith and worthy of emulation. Catholics have a particular devotion to the saints
because their lives teach us about holiness.

Saints were virtuous people but they were not perfect people.  Each of them had their sins and flaws.
Many of them might have been difficult to live with or had irritating habits or points of view.  But taken
as a whole, their lives do two things: First, they remind us of God’s power to use ordinary people to do
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extraordinary things.  Second, they challenge us to reflect the grace of God, just like these images in
stained glass.

Saints come from every age, social class, and human condition.  They are male and female, educated
and uneducated, rich and poor, old and young, and of every race, nation, people and tongue.  Some
were missionaries who explored the world, and some never left their hometowns or cloisters.  Some
were healthy and robust and some were sickly and suffering.  No matter the individual characteristics
of their lives, each of them lived a life that points us to God.  Taken as a whole their lives are our family
heritage.

The message of the incarnation of Christ is that God works through human nature.  God continues to
work through human beings in the saints.  No discussion of Christian faith is complete without a
discussion and understanding of the saints.

It should be noted that Catholics do not worship the saints; we venerate them. That is, we honor their
lives and seek to learn from them.  The depiction of the saints in these windows is not idolatry, it is
respect.  Like the Statuary Hall in the U.S. Capitol, these windows honor the great ones who have
gone before us.

Use these windows as a jumping off point for your own contemplation of holiness and sainthood.
Learn about a life you see here that may attract you and try to see how God is calling you to be a saint.
You may be in the next generation of stained glass windows.

STAINED GLASS–THE CHRISTIAN ART FORM
Stained glass is the uniquely Christian contribution to world art.  The skills necessary for the making
of stained glass were probably learned from the making of jewelry and mosaics in the ancient world.
However, it is in the Christian church, especially in Catholic churches, that stained glass achieved its
highest art and greatest use.

Stained glass in windows began to appear in the 10th century in Christian churches.  They had an
instructional use, because at that time, most people could not read or write.  The printing of books did
not come along until the 16th century.  Even until the 19th century, books were too expensive for
people to own.  Large stained glass windows in church were thus used for instruction.  Like glass
cartoons, they depicted stories from the scripture or lives of the saints.  Unlettered people could be
taught about them and could contemplate those stories.  Preachers could refer to these scenes in their
sermons.  These windows were books in glass.

Architecture helped the use of stained glass.  The crusaders brought back ideas from the Near East.
By the 11th and 12th centuries, the high Gothic style of churches, drawn from ideas from the East and
new engineering gave churches high ceilings and huge windows.  Flying buttresses made possible
thin walls and large expanses of stained glass.  Windows became the jewel of the Gothic church,
teaching the faithful in marvelous light.

At the same time, more sophisticated knowledge of chemistry made possible the rich colors of
medieval stained glass.  Gold in the glass produces a cranberry color.  Cobalt makes blues.  Silver
creates yellows.  Copper makes greens.  Brick dust makes red.  We still use those ingredients today.



Religious stained glass making reached its height in late 1400s.  With the Protestant Reformation in
the 1500s and the Enlightenment movement in the 1700s, stained glass fell out of favor.  Much of the
Protestant Reformation was “iconoclastic.”  It rejected images of all kinds, including stained glass as

“idolatry.”  In some places the stained glass was smashed.  Windows were made of clear glass.

The rationalism of the “enlightenment” led to an idealization of the “light of pure reason.” The stories
and images of stained glass gave way to the printed page and intellectual sermons.  However, stained
glass never fell entirely out of favor.   In recent years there has been a revival in the making of religious
stained glass.

WHO MADE OUR WINDOWS?
The stained glass windows in the St. John Vianney Catholic Church were created especially for this
parish.  Their design and fabrication took five years.  The themes and subject matter were chosen by
Fr. Peter Daly, pastor of St. John Vianney Catholic Church at the time.  He chose each figure and
provided the research for the artists.

The windows were designed by Brenda Belfield, a nationally known stained glass designer.  Although
Mrs. Belfield lived in Calvert County, she is an internationally known stained glass artist.  She has
done numerous church commissions, including windows at the chapel of the University of Richmond
and the National Episcopal Cathedral in Washington, DC.  She has done many Catholic, Episcopal,
Lutheran and non-denominational churches and chapels around the United States.  The windows
were fabricated by the Vitraux Arts Studio.  They had workshops in the US and in Serbia. Their studio
was run by a family in business for five generations making stained glass.

The Art and Architecture committee of the parish, chaired by Mr. Peter Abresch, interviewed artists for
the windows in the fall of 1999 and spring of 2000.  The committee decided to hire Mrs. Belfield in the
fall of 2000.  Fr. Daly drafted a memo on the window themes in November, 2000.  Mrs. Belfield did the
detailed designs over a period of three years from 2001 to 2004.  The windows were made in the US
and Serbia from 2002 to 2005.

The windows began as sketches.  Drawings were transferred to computer assisted design software
and each of the thousands of pieces of glass was coded for color and glass type.  The glass was
bought from glass makers in the United States and Germany.  Four windows were made in Washing-
ton, DC, and the rest were made in a studio outside of Belgrade, Serbia.  Packed in Styrofoam cases,
the Serbian-made windows were shipped in fully assembled panels to the US by air freight, .

The entrance wall depicting the seven sacraments of the Catholic Church was the first window to be
installed in September, 2002.   The last window to be installed arrived in October, 2005.  The
installation of the rose window over the altar caused a great stir.  The church was full of volunteer
parishioners cleaning and making the church ready for the dedication.  When the window panels were
mounted in the window frame, the sun was setting.  The lights on the altar were turned on and
everyone went outside to watch the panels of glass be mounted in the round frame.  When the last
panel was installed everyone burst into applause and cheers.  It was pure joy!
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THE SEVEN SACRAMENTS

The glass panels above the doorway connecting the main entrance to the church from the Festival
Room depict the seven sacraments of the Catholic Church. Since we enter into the life of the Church
through these sacraments, we put them all at the main entrance.  The artistic device of these entrance
windows is to allow us to see into and out of the church, but always through the prism of our
sacramental life.

Reconciliation (Confession) is depicted by the medallion showing the upraised hand of the priest
giving absolution to the penitent, over the crossed keys of the kingdom mentioned in Matthew 16:19.
The keys were given by Christ to the Church to bind and loose sin.

Anointing of the Sick is depicted in the medallion showing a six-winged seraph (dragon or serpent)
on a staff. This is a symbol of healing recalling how God told Moses to take a “…seraph and mount it
on a pole and if anyone looks at it … he shall recover” (Numbers 21:8). Catholics anoint the sick and
pray for their healing just as the early disciples did when they were sent out by Jesus. “They drove out
many demons and they anointed many who were sick with oil and cured them” (Mark 6:13). For us,
healing is both physical and spiritual.

Baptism is depicted as flowing water descending from a shell.  Sea shells were used for baptisms in
the early Church.  Just below the shell is a tear drop of jeweled glass, which evokes the tears that Our
Lord shed on our behalf.  Since Baptism is the central sacrament of the Christian life, it is at the center
of the window.  The glass evokes the feeling of water flowing along the bottom of the window and
connects Baptism to the other sacraments of initiation, Confirmation and the Eucharist.
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SACRAMENTS (continued)

The Eucharist is depicted by a chalice and host of bread surrounded by two branches with leaves.
The branches are wheat to be made into the bread which becomes the body of the Lord or the crown
of victory from Christ’s passion.

Confirmation is represented as a dove hovering over seven tongues of flame. The Dove is the Holy
Spirit, as seen by Jesus at His baptism. The seven flames recall the flames at Pentecost. There are
seven to represent the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit described by the prophet Isaiah: wisdom,
understanding, counsel, strength, knowledge, piety, and fear of the Lord (Isaiah 11:2-3).

Matrimony is depicted by two wedding rings bound together by a ribbon tied in a bow which forms a
cross. Christ raised matrimony to the dignity of a sacrament by his participation in the wedding feast
at Cana (John 2) and by the strong statements He made about the sacredness of marriage in the
synoptic gospels.

Holy Orders is depicted in the diamond medallion showing a cross draped by a priestly stole and the
keys of the kingdom.  The stole is a sign of priestly office.  The keys refer to the gift of the keys to Peter
and the Church to bind and loose sin  (Matthew 16:19). The cross is included because it was on the
cross that the priesthood of Jesus Christ was most clearly seen since there he was both the priest and
the offering.  The New Testament priesthood is a sharing in the priesthood of Jesus Christ, not a
continuation of the Old Testament priesthood.

THE ROSE WINDOW
The great “rose window” over the altar is a circle ten feet in diameter. It de-
picts the “light of the gospels.” Our church is illumined by the
teaching of the gospels.

Round windows are some- times called “rose windows”
because they were like a huge rose that opened
symmetrically from the center, like a flower.
Rose windows are a common feature in many
churches of the gothic style.  Our church can be
described as “English country   gothic” style.

Our rose window and our altar face southeast,
in keeping with the Cath- olic Church tradition of
facing toward Jerusalem. When the people of our
church are praying, they face toward the Holy Land.

The orientation of this window has the happy effect of catch-
ing the early morning sun.  Then, our church appears to be dappled
with the colors of God’s light, the gospels.

This window also recalls the words of the hymn, “Come Thou Almighty King” in which we sing, “Where
the gospel, sheds not its glorious ray, let there be light!”
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THE ALTAR MOSAICS
These mosaics were created by Italian-American artists in a studio in Brooklyn, New York in the 1920’s.
They were installed as side altars in the Novices’ chapel of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate in
Washington, DC when that chapel was built in 1931.  In 1999, we acquired all the artwork and
furnishings of that chapel when it was closed and torn down.

MAIN ALTAR
Peacocks are symbols of resur-
rection and eternal life in ancient
Christian art.  This is because
they shed their feathers each
year and grow new ones, a sort
of resurrection.  The peacocks on
our altar are drinking from an urn
out of which grows a grape vine,
a symbol of the Eucharist and of
Christ, who is the vine.  The urn
is standing in flowing water, a
symbol of the waters of Baptism.
The whole mosaic indicates that
the Church draws its life, includ-
ing eternal life, from the Eucha-
rist and the waters of Baptism.

CHAPEL ALTAR
The “Adoring Angels” mosaic
shows angels in adoration before
the Holy Eucharist, and provides
a focal point for the celebration of
weekday masses and for Eucha-
ristic adoration which takes place
in the chapel. The “Adoring An-
gels” recalls the great hymn of St.
Thomas Aquinas, “Panis Angeli-
cus,” in which the Eucharist is
said to be the “Bread of Angels,
made the bread of men.”
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THE WITNESSES TO THE
RESURRECTION

The Medallion at the top shows Jesus ascending into heaven.
Each of the figures below was a witness to the risen Christ.

The Ascension of the Lord. Jesus with the disciples just before
the ascension which is recounted twice in the scripture (Lk. 24:50-
53) and (Acts 1:6-10). Luke says it occurred on a mountain near
Bethany (the town of Martha, Mary and Lazarus) which is just
outside Jerusalem.

Peter in Galilee saw Jesus on the beach by the shore of the Sea
of Galilee. Jesus told the disciples where to cast their nets and the
nets overflowed with fish (John 21:6).  Peter who was “lightly
clothed” swam ashore to greet Jesus (John 21:7). Peter’s feast
day is June 29.

Appearance to Thomas, the doubter. Thomas said he would not
believe until he could put his hand into the side of Jesus. He is
seen touching Jesus (John 20:24-28).

Disciples on the Road to Emmaus encountered Jesus on the
day of the resurrection (Luke 24:13-35).  In the window a pair of
disciples is shown walking with Jesus toward the town of Emmaus,
shown in the distance.  Scripture says there were two disciples,
one of whom was named Cleopas. The only other place a similar
name appears is in John’s gospel (John 19:25).  There John says
the wife of Clopas was standing at the foot of the cross with Mary
the mother of Jesus. Therefore, we have depicted these two
disciples as husband and wife. Luke also records that they did not
recognize Jesus until He broke the bread with them that evening.
Then they ran back to Jerusalem and told the other disciples how
they had recognized Jesus in the breaking of the bread (Lk. 24:35).

Mary Magdalene, the devoted follower of Jesus is shown in the
garden where she encountered Jesus.  In her tears and sorrow,
she thought he was the gardener.  Jesus said to her, “Woman, why
are you weeping?” (John 20:13).
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THE CHURCH AFTER
PENTECOST

The Medallion shows the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the
Church on the day of Pentecost (50 days after Passover). The
disciples were in the upper room. Luke includes some of the
women, especially Mary, the mother of Jesus. She is shown in the
window. The Holy Spirit did not just come to the apostles (and their
successors, the bishops) but upon the whole Church, including
women as well as men (Acts 2:1-4).

Peter preaching on Pentecost. Peter was empowered by the
Holy Spirit to go out and preach.  The man who had been too
terrified to admit he knew Jesus is now preaching Him fearlessly to
the nations.  Everyone in the crowd understood in his own lan-
guage.  Three thousand were converted that day (Acts 2:5 -41).

Stoning of Stephen, the first Christian martyr.  Acts records the
death of Stephen and the first prayer ever uttered to Jesus: “Lord
Jesus receive my soul.”  Paul is shown looking on because Acts
records that the people who stoned Stephen to death “laid their
cloaks at the feet of a young man named Saul” (Acts 7:58).

Conversion of the Ethiopian Official by Philip. Acts chapter 8
tells the story of the conversion of an official of the Ethiopian royal
court by Philip on the road south to Gaza.  The court official, a
eunuch of the Ethiopian queen was reading the scroll of the proph-
et Isaiah while riding in a chariot according to the scriptures. While
he was a Jew, he was a foreigner.  Philip offered to explain the
passage of Isaiah and connected it to Christ.  The Ethiopian
stopped and asked to be baptized then and there (Acts 8:26-40).

Conversion of Saul to Paul. Paul never met Jesus in the flesh but
he did see Him at his moment of conversion on the road to
Damascus in Syria.  Paul was going there to persecute the Church
and arrest its members.  He saw a bright light and heard a voice
ask, “Saul, why do you persecute me?” (Acts 9:1-9).

Baptism of Cornelius. The Roman centurion is baptized by Peter
(recounted in Acts 10).  Peter, the leader of the church, baptized
the first gentile, a Roman centurion named Cornelius, along with
his whole household.  Faith is not therefore just for the Jews or
even an individual thing. It is open to all and a gift of the Church.
Peter said: “I see that God shows no partiality, but the man of any
nation who fears the Lord and acts uprightly, is acceptable to him”
(Acts 10:34-49). Note the tile floor which is typical of a Roman house.
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THE FATHERS AND MOTHERS
OF THE CHURCH

The Medallion shows a three-leafed plant symbolizing the Holy
Trinity. The definition of God as a trinity of persons and the
proclamation of  a creed, termed the Nicene creed, were the chief
doctrinal achievements at the council of Nicea in 325 A.D.  This
window depicts the “patristic” period of the Church: from the death of
the last apostle to the end of the Roman Empire.

St. Jerome (~342-420) (September 30) translated the Bible from
Hebrew and Greek into Latin.  He finalized the selection of what
books were in the Bible.  He was an early cardinal (deacon of Rome),
so he is shown with a red hat.  It is said he struggled with sins of
purity, as one struggles with a lion.

St. Augustine of Hippo (354-430) (August 28) is the greatest writer
of the early Church.  His “Confessions” are a spiritual classic.  His
understanding of the City of God and City of Man has defined church
and state relations.  He converted at the age of 32 or 33.  His mother,,
St. Monica,  prayed for that conversion for years and is depicted
behind him, praying.  Augustine became bishop of Hippo (modern
Libya).

St. Patrick (390-461) (March 17), missionary to the Irish, was born a
Roman citizen in Britain.  He was captured at the age of 16 by Irish
raiders and held as a slave for six years in what is today Antrim and
Mayo.  He escaped to France and was ordained a priest and bishop.
He returned to Ireland, and without bloodshed, converted the Irish.
He introduced Latin and private confession to Ireland. The former
slave also ended slavery.

St. John Chrysostom (~307-407) (September 13) was Archbishop
of Constantinople and chaplain to the Byzantine emperor.  He is a
father of the Church in the East and the West, and was known as a
great preacher, sometimes called the “Golden Mouth”.  He defended
the doctrine of the trinity and the nature of Jesus as true God and Man.

St. Benedict (480-550)  (March 21) was the founder of monasticism
in the Western Church.  The Benedictines and many other religious
orders still follow his rule of monastic life. St. Scholastica was his
sister, possibly his twin.  They were raised at the end of the Roman
Empire, as classical civilization was collapsing. Their monastic
pattern of life preserved Western civilization and the Church through
the scholarship of the monks by preserving the ancient texts and the
scriptures.  The mountain behind them in the window is Monte
Cassino, the main foundation of the Benedictines.  Scholastica is
shown as “ghostly” in the window--legend has it that Benedict saw
her soul on its way to heaven.
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THE SCHOLASTIC PERIOD
The Medallion, a Jerusalem cross, represents the five wounds
of Christ. This window depicts the scholastic period, 900-1400,
when great universities and schools were founded by the Church.

St. Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274) (January 28), patron saint of
students and teachers, holds his great work, the Summa Theologica.
He holds a chalice because of his definition of  transubstantiation.  His
hymns to the Eucharist are still sung today.  The sun on his chest is
a symbol of divine inspiration.  He was a great figure in philosophy,
and is known as the “Angelic Doctor” of the church for his teaching.

St. Francis (1182-1226) (October 4), who composed the great peace
prayer and the song of the creatures, was the poor man of Assisi.
He founded the largest of the begging orders, and is known for his
poverty, gentleness and love of animals. Among his miracles was
the taming of the wolf of Gubio, which is shown here. His friend St.
Clair (1193-1251) (August 11), also from Assisi, founded the Poor
Clairs, a cloistered order of nuns that did humble service--hence
the broom.

St. Dominic (1170-1221) (August 8), born in Spain, was the founder
of the Dominicans, whose calling was to travel about preaching the
faith.  They were known as great teachers and defenders of
orthodoxy. Their clothing was a white gown with a black cape.
Dominic is said to have given the church the rosary in its modern form.

St. Catherine of Siena (1347-1380) (April 29)  was the 24th of
25 children.  She refused marriage, took private vows as a Dominican
and lived in her parents’ house, but kept the Dominican discipline.
She persuaded pope Gregory XI to return to Rome from Avignon.  She
died at the age of 33 and on her body were found the stigmata, the
wounds of Christ. She and St. Francis of Assisi are the patron saints
of Italy.

St. Anthony of Padua (1195-1231) (June 13), born in Portugal and
buried in Padua, Italy, became a Franciscan and is among the most
popular of saints.  He was such a great preacher it is said that even
the fish in the sea stopped to listen.  Through his inspiration and
conversions, the Franciscans became a large order.  His preaching
converted criminals and reconciled enemies.  Even today in Italy he
is known as “The Saint” and thousands bring requests to his tomb.
He is the popular patron saint of things lost.

St. Cyril (826-869) (April 14) and St. Methodius (815-885) (July 5),
brothers and apostles to the Slavs, were born in Thessalonica, and
were sent by the Byzantine emperor as missionaries to Germany
and eventually to all the Slavic peoples.  St. Cyril developed the
Cyrillic alphabet and is shown holding it.  St. Methodius, (left)
dressed in the stole of an archbishop, was bishop of the Germans.
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THE AGE OF DISCOVERY
The Medallion is a stylized compass symbolizing the age of
discovery, when Europeans were discovering new worlds in Asia
and America, and missionaries were going out to all the world. The
window depicts figures of the period who struggled with unity and
meaning in the Roman Catholic Church.

St. Thomas More (1478–1535) (June 22), Lord Chancellor of
England under Henry VIII, is depicted in his Chancellor’s robes. He
is the patron saint of lawyers and judges. He wrote Utopia and a
treatise defending the seven sacraments.  A great intellectual, he
vigorously defended the unity of the Church.  He opposed his friend
Henry when he declared himself to be head of the church in England.
He was beheaded for that opposition, and was thus a martyr for
the unity of the Catholic Church.

St. Ignatius of Loyola (1491–1556) (July 31) was founder of the
Jesuits, the great missionary and teaching order.  Born to a noble
Basque family in Spain, he joined the army as a knight, and while
recovering from a war injury, he read biographies of the saints and
was converted.  He developed the 30-day retreat and Spiritual
Exercises. He studied in Paris to be a priest, where his group
of followers ultimately became the Jesuits.  At the time of his death,
the Jesuits had grown to a thousand members all over the world.
He is shown teaching from his Spiritual Exercises.

St. Francis Xavier (1506–1552) (December 3), one of the
first Jesuits, was Portuguese and became one of the greatest
missionar- ies of the church, bringing the faith to parts of India and
Japan.  He is shown in front of Japan’s Mt. Fuji.  He wanted to go
to China, but died before he could.  He is buried in Goa, India, and
was declared patron of the missions in 1927, along with St. Therese
of Lisieux.

St. Theresa of Avila  (1515–1582) (October 15) was a cloistered
Carmelite nun whose writings constitute some of the great
documents of mystical prayer and thought.  Famously blunt with
God in prayer, she is shown standing in water to recall a time
she was thrown from her horse into a river and said to God: “If
this is how you treat your friends, that is why you have so few
of them.”

St. Vincent de Paul (1580–1660) (September 27) and St. Louise
de Marillac (1591–1660) (March 15). St. Vincent was a chaplain to
French nobility. He had a conversion experience when he had to
attend to the sick bed of a dying farmer. St. Vincent trained the
clergy and founded the Vincentians.  He said: “I am for God and the
poor.” St. Louise,a wealthy noble woman, founded the “Daughters
of Charity” to  bring help to the poor of France.  This order is
sometimes called “God’s Geese” because of the large white hats
they wore as nurses to prevent being shot at on the battlefield.
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SPANISH-AMERICAN
The Medallion shows a Spanish ship exploring the Americas.
The Spanish brought the Catholic faith to the West and were the first
Europeans to explore the Chesapeake Bay.

In 1531, St. Juan Diego (1474–1548) (December 9) saw a lady with
a black sash, the symbol of pregnancy, who said: “I am your mother
and the mother of God.”  She asked him to build a church on that
spot.  Juan convinced the bishop to do this when he showed him
fresh roses wrapped in his cloak in January.  A picture of the lady
was miraculously revealed in Juan’s cloak.  Our Lady of Guadalupe
(December 12), appearing as a simple Indian woman, made the
faith less foreign to Indians.  She is the patron of the Americas and
the pro-life movement.

St. Peter Claver (1581–1654) (September 9), a Spanish Jesuit,
was sent to Cartagena, Columbia, where he discovered the horrible
condition of African slaves brought by Catholics to work in the mines.
He used his authority as a priest to talk his way onto slave ships to
minister to the slaves. He tried to defend their rights, but had few
supporters in Spain or in the Church.

St. Rose of Lima (1586–1617) (August 23), consecrated herself to
God instead of marrying, as her Spanish parents wanted. She spent
years as a recluse, then came out of her isolation to do works of
mercy for the poor.  In 1617, She died at the age of 31, and was the
first resident of the New World to be canonized.

St. Martin de Porres (1579–1639) (November 3) was the
illegitimate son of a black woman and a Spanish official and was
treated terribly because he was mulatto.  Because of race, he was
not ordained a priest. He became a lay Dominican brother who did
medical assistance. He is shown mixing medicine.  He founded an
orphanage for children of slaves and became spiritual director to
many prominent people, including St. Rose of Lima. He was also
famous for taking in stray animals.

Oscar Arnulfo Romero (1917–1980) was Archbishop of San
Salvador during the 1970’s civil war.  He became a defender of the
poor and the oppressed and spoke out against the military
government and their murders.  He was murdered by them while he
was saying mass.  In one of his great homilies he said, “If God
accepts the sacrifice of my life, then may my blood be the seed of
liberty and a sign of hope.  A bishop will die, but the church of God,
the people, will never die.”

Cesar Chavez (1927–1993) was born to a migrant family in the
southwest US. He was raised in migrant labor camps after his family
lost their farm in the Depression. He attended 37 different schools
as his family migrated doing stoop labor in the fields. They were a
deeply devout Catholic family, and he developed a strong sense of
justice. Influenced by a priest, he formed the UFW. He organized a
grape boycott in the 1970’s. Many priests, bishops, nuns, and labor
organizers joined this movement for the poor.

13
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NORTH AMERICAN MEN
The Medallion symbolizes three North American Martyrs: Isaac
Jogues, Jean LeLand, and Jean Brebeuf, Jesuit priests from France
who worked and died among Indian tribes (feathers) in the 1600’s in
upstate New York and Quebec (maple leaf).

Blessed Junipero Serra (1713–1784), beatified in 1988, founded 21
missions in California and converted thousands of Indians.  Despite
a bad leg and opposition of the Spanish government, he walked
thousands of miles doing his work.  He is the patron of priestly
vocations. His statue stands in the U.S. Capitol as California’s founder.

St. Damien of Molokai (1840–1899) (May 10), one of eight children,
joined the Congregation of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary in
Belgium at age 16 with his brother Auguste.  Damien was sent to
Hawaii in place of his sick brother and was immediately ordained
because of the need for priests.  In 1873, he began to live among the
lepers quarantined to Molokai. He died of leprosy in 1899. He is the
patron of AIDS sufferers and a Hawaiian hero.  His statue stands in
the U.S. Capitol.

Blessed Pierre Toussaint (1766–1851) was brought to New York
from Haiti as a slave. After his owner’s death, he remained with the
owner’s family to care for them.  He became a successful hair dresser
to the high society ladies of NY and purchased the freedom of other
slaves, but not his own.  He supported an orphanage and a school for
black children in NY.  In 1851, he was buried at St. Peter’s in NY.  In
the 1980’s, his body was moved to a tomb under the main altar at St.
Patrick’s Cathedral in NY. He was declared Blessed by John Paul II
and is an example of Christ humbling himself for others.

Walter Ciszek, S.J. (1904–1984), was imprisoned for 23 years in
Siberia. He entered Russia in 1937 as part of a secret Jesuit mission-
ary program and was released in 1962 in a prisoner (spy) exchange
with the USSR following the U-2 incident.  His life demonstrates how
ordinary holiness can be heroic.

Michael McGiveny (1852–1890) was the eldest of thirteen children
in a poor Irish immigrant family in Connecticut. He was ordained in
1877 and served as parish priest in New Haven. He was declared
venerable in 2008. To provide financial assistance to destitute wid-
ows, he founded the Knights of Columbus, which today has more
than one million members in 42 countries.

Edward Flannigan (1886–1948) came to the US from Ireland in 1904
and was ordained in 1912.  He started Boys Town with a rented
house in Omaha for five orphan boys assigned to him by a court.  In
1921, he bought a farm, which grew into a town of homeless boys
during the great Depression. Today, Boys Town houses more than
54,000 homeless boys and girls in twelve states and DC.
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NORTH AMERICAN WOMEN
The Medallion shows the Statue of Liberty, symbolizing American
women.

Frances Xavier Cabrini (1850–1917) (November 13), born in Italy,
she was the first US citizen to be canonized.  She is the patron saint
of immigrants.  The miner’s lantern symbolizes her work with Penn-
sylvania coal miners.

Katherine Bouvier Drexel (1858–1955) (March 3) is foundress of
the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament.  She is the patron saint of
racial justice and philanthropists and was from a very wealthy family.
She founded 145 mission churches, 62 schools for Indian and Afri-
can-American girls, and Xavier University in New Orleans.  She was
beatified in 1988 and canonized in 2001.

Kateri Tekakwitha (1656–1680) (July 14) is the first Native Ameri-
can to be canonized.  She had smallpox when she was four, leaving
her severely scarred and partially blind.  After Baptism at age 20, she
spent the rest of her life caring for the sick.  Her work made her sick.
She died in 1676 at age 24.  Witnesses reported that within minutes
of her death, the scars from smallpox completely vanished and her
face shone with radiant beauty. Many sick were cured at her funeral
and during the weeks after.  She is the patron of ecology and the
environmental movement.

Marie Lange (1784–1882) was born in Haiti and came to the U.S. in
1817. She was the first American black woman to found an order, the
Oblate Sisters of Providence,  to educate black girls, which was
officially illegal in Maryland at the time.  At first, the idea of black nuns
was not accepted.  They were even stoned on the streets of Balti-
more. When she died at age 98 in 1882, there were schools in
Baltimore, Philadelphia, New Orleans, and St. Louis.  In 19th Century
America, it was a disadvantage to be a woman or black or Catholic.
Mother Lange was proudly all three. She is shown with sisters of her
order.

Rose Hawthorn (1851–1926), the third child of the American author
Nathaniel Hawthorne, was raised a Unitarian and educated in Eu-
rope.. She married author George Lathrop in 1883.  They both
became Catholics in 1891.  She founded St. Rose's Free Home for
Incurable Cancer. After her husband’s death, she founded the Domin-
ican Sisters of Hawthorne, New York.

Dorothy Day (1897–1980) was inspired by Rose Hawthorne’s exam-
ple. She founded the Catholic Worker movement.  She was a writer,
social activist, and witness for justice.  She was baptized but raised
in no faith.  As a young woman, she rejected Christianity.  She got
pregnant and had an abortion, which she became convinced was
wrong.  She got pregnant again and had her daughter baptized a
Catholic even before she herself became a Catholic. She started
shelters to house the homeless. She is a patron of those who work
for social justice.
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MARYLAND
The Medallion shows the Maryland flag (a part of  the Calvert family’s
crest) and the Dove, one of the two ships (Dove and Ark) that brought
English Catholics to Maryland in 1634.

Fr. Andrew White, S.J. (1579-1656) was one of the founders of the
Maryland English settlement.  He sailed on the Ark and landed on Saint
Clement’s Island on March 25, 1634. His first act in the new world, to
celebrate mass, is shown.  He is also shown baptizing Chitomachon, chief
of the Piscataway Indians in 1640.  White converted Lord Baltimore
(George Calvert) to Catholicism.  After 11 years in Maryland, Puritans
arrested him and sent him back to England where he died  of natural causes.

John Carroll (1735-1815) was the first bishop of the Catholic Church in
the US (Baltimore).   He was born in Upper Marlboro, the fourth of  seven
children. He was baptized in a private chapel because there were no
Catholic churches allowed by English law  in Maryland.  His second cousin
was Charles Carroll, the only Catholic to sign the Declaration of Indepen-
dence.  In 1773 Carroll started the parish of St. John the Evangelist in
Silver Spring. In 1776, he accompanied Benjamin Franklin to Canada to
persuade the Catholic French there to join the revolution.  He is the
founder of Georgetown University.

Elizabeth Ann Seton (1774-1821) (January 4) was the first native-born
American to be canonized.  Elizabeth Ann Bayley, born in NY, was from a
prominent Anglican family.  She married William Seton and had six
children. When her husband fell ill in 1803, they went to Italy for his health,
but he died there.  While she was in Italy, she converted to Catholicism.
Upon her return to the U.S., she was rejected by NY society.  She was
invited to Maryland by Bishop John Carroll where she founded the Daugh-
ters of Charity.  Eventually she moved her convent to Emmitsburg where
she founded the first Catholic school in the U.S.

James Cardinal Gibbons (1834-1921) was the first American to be
named a cardinal.  In 1868, he became bishop of Baltimore. He presided
over the Third Plenary Council of Baltimore which established Catholic
schools and the Baltimore Catechism.  He defended the Knights of Labor
(later the AFL) and encouraged the Vatican to defend the right of working
people to organize.

John Courtney Murray, S.J. (1904-1967) was an American priest and
theologian, who was especially known for his efforts to reconcile Catholi-
cism and religious pluralism.  During the Second Vatican Council, he
played a key role in persuading the Council to issue the ground-breaking
Declaration on Religious Liberty, Dignitatis Humanae.  He is shown with
his most important book, We Hold These Truths.

Horace McKenna, S.J. (1899-1982), known as the “priest of the poor”,
was a defender of racial justice and integration.  From 1932 to 1953 he
was pastor of St. Peter Claver parish in St. Inigoes, MD, the only Jesuit-
run all black parish in the U.S.  He promoted education among blacks in
St. Mary’s County and worked tirelessly for the poor. In 1953, he was
assigned to St. Aloysius parish on N. Capitol Street.  He founded S.O.M.E.
(So Others Might Eat), and started the housing project Sursum Corda (lift
up your hearts).
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THE MODERN WORLD
The Medallion is the papal tiara and the crossed keys, signifying Papal
authority over the universal Catholic church.

Mother Teresa of Calcutta (1910–1997) is distinguished by her service
to the poorest of the poor.  While a member of the Sisters of Loreto and
teaching middle class girls in India, she experienced a call to the slums
of Calcutta. She founded the Missionaries of Charity to serve the
destitute and dying.  In 1979, she received the Nobel Peace Prize and
also India’s highest civilian honor.  She remained in her work until her
death. Now, thousands of her order continue her work worldwide. She
was beatified in 2003 by Pope John Paul II.

Pope John XXIII (1881–1963), born to a peasant family in Italy, was
elected pope in 1958.  He convened the Second Vatican Council,
saying it was time to open the windows of the Church and let in some
fresh air.  His episcopal motto was "Obedience and Peace."  During
WWII, he smuggled Jews out of Nazi-occupied Europe to escape the
death camps.  He was beatified in 2000. His body was found to be
uncorrupted upon opening his tomb.

Pope John Paul II (1920–2005) was the first non-Italian pope since
1520, and the longest reining in 1000 years.  He studied for the priest-
hood clandestinely in Nazi-occupied Poland and served as a priest and
bishop in Communist Poland. He had a deep understanding of human
oppression.  In 1983, after a failed assassination attempt in 1981, he
forgave his assailant Ali Aga.  In 2000, he asked forgiveness for the
Church’s past sins.  Many people call him "John Paul the Great."

Martin Luther King Jr. (1929–1968)  led the non-violent struggle for
civil and human rights for African Americans and is known as the

"Apostle of Freedom."  He was assassinated in 1968 in Memphis TN
where he had gone to support a garbage workers’ strike.  While he was
not a Catholic, he was a prophetic Christian and witness for the gospel.

Edith Stein (1891–1942) was raised a secular Jew. She became an
atheist.  After inspiration from the autobiography of St. Teresa of Avila,
she became a Carmelite nun.  She became the leading Catholic feminist
in Europe.  She and her sister were murdered as Jews at Auschwitz.

Maximilian Kolbe (1894–1941) (August 14), a Polish priest, was canon-
ized in 1982 in the presence of the man whose life he saved by
substituting for him in an Auschwitz starvation punishment.  During
WWII he provided shelter to refugees, including 2,000 whom he hid in a
friary.  As an amateur radio operator, he broadcast anti-Nazi reports.
He was arrested and sent to Auschwitz in 1941.

Thomas Merton, OSB (1915–1968), a convert to Catholicism, wrote
some of the most widely read spiritual books of the 20th century. Seven
Story Mountain brought many people to the Catholic Church. He be-
came a conscience for the Church on the issue of peace and influenced
a whole generation of pacifists.  He was a close friend of Dorothy Day.
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SAINT JOHN VIANNEY
The window to the left of the altar depicts our parish
patron Saint, John Vianney (1786 - 1859).  Jean Marie
Vianney is the patron saint of parish priests. He lived
in France in the turbulent years following the French
revolution. He is known as the “Cure” (pastor) of Ars,
a tiny village near the city of Leon.

The window shows John Vianney dressed in the garb
of a 19th century French parish priest, with cassock,
surplice and priestly stole.  This is how he would have
dressed to hear confessions or baptize.  Arrayed
around him in the window are the people of his parish,
dressed for various professions. However, the church
building depicted in the window is not the parish
church of Ars.  It is our parish church here in Prince
Frederick making the connection between our patron
saint and our parish.

John Vianney was a humble man, raised in a poor
family on a farm at a time of crisis for France and the
Catholic Church.  He saw his own parish church
closed by the revolution.  Many priests from his area
were either driven away from their churches or sent to
their death on the guillotine.

John Vianney was a mediocre student, but managed to secure a place in the seminary.  His studies
were interrupted when he was drafted into Napoleon’s army and sent to Spain. He deserted the
French army and went into hiding in Spain.

In 1810, an amnesty by the French government allowed him to return home. He resumed his studies
for the priesthood. John Vianney could not read Latin well. He was allowed to study from the simple
catechism in French. The bishop reluctantly ordained him in 1815 at the age of 29. The bishop said,

“The Church wants not only learned priests, but even more, holy ones.”

He was sent to Ars, a village of only 250 souls where the bishop thought that at least he would do very
little damage. John Vianney stayed there 44 years, the rest of his life.  He transformed the village.  His
simple but spiritual sermons drew people to him.  His love for his people was evident.  He was often
in the church in adoration before the Eucharist or in the confessional.  His parishioners began to see
that he loved them, and they loved him in return.

His greatest spiritual gift was the ability to “read souls” in the confessional.  People came from all over
France to confess their sins.  At the end of his life the French railroads provided special trains to carry
pilgrims to Ars.

He died one of the most beloved figures in France.  Shortly before he died he was given the Legion of
Honor, his nation’s highest honor.  He never even took it out of the box.  He said, “I don’t know what I
have done to deserve this except to be a deserter.” His fame was a burden to him.  He died in 1859
at the age of 73. He was canonized in 1925 by Pope Pius XI, who named him patron saint of parish
priests.



THE HOLY FAMILY

The devotion to the Holy Family, Jesus, Mary,
and Joseph, is a great tradition in the
Catholic Church.  In the doctrine of the
Incarnation, Jesus was both God and man,
born into a human family.  The feast of the
Holy Family is celebrated every year on the
Sunday after Christmas. By coming to dwell
in family life, God has ennobled all of our
families.

The Holy Family window depicts Jesus as an
adolescent.  Jesus had to grow and develop
just like we do.  He had to be obedient to his
parents.  “He went down with them and
came to Nazareth, and was obedient to
them. …. And Jesus advanced in wisdom
and age and grace before God and man.”
(Luke 2:51-52).

The window depicts Jesus learning to read from the Hebrew scriptures, with Joseph, his
step-father as his teacher.  Mary is standing nearby with a lamp which symbolizes
wisdom.  Mary is often titled the “Seat of Wisdom” when she holds the Christ child.  By
carrying the lamp of wisdom, she illumines Jesus’ own learning.

In the bottom corners of the window are two stars of David, showing Jesus’ Jewish roots.
The two top corners show Jerusalem crosses, which are symbols from the crusades
and which depict the five wounds of Christ. The large cross at the center is for the
pierced side of the body and the four small crosses are for the pierced hands and feet.

This window shows that every human person must dwell in and be connected to family
life.  Each of us must advance in wisdom, age, and grace in our family life and honor
our father and mother as the commandments require.
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EYE OF GOD. This equilateral triangle with a
single eye inside it and rays emanating from its
sides symbolizes the omnipresence and omni-
science of God, who watches over all things.
The triangle also symbolizes the Trinity.

THE CROWN. A King's Crown is the symbol
of royal power and authority. It represents
Jesus as King of the Jews, in fulfillment of
prophetic expectation, as well as the exalted
Christ as King of Kings.

THE SACRISTY

THE REAR OF THE NAVE

The three windows in the Sacristy are images of things found in a sacristy and used in the liturgy.
These windows were found in the sacristy of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate in Washington, D.C., and
were removed before the building was demolished in the year 2000. They were set in new frames by
Washington Art Glass.

CENTER. Candles and
candlesticks, with a Fleur-
de-Lis in the corner, repre-
senting the resurrection.

LEFT. The thurible is a
vessel for burning incense
during the liturgy. This one
has a “Ki-Ro” in the corner,
the first two letters of the
name of Christ in Greek.

RIGHT. The cruets used
for water and wine during
mass, with a star in the cor-
ner, presumably the star of
Bethlehem, symbol of the
incarnation.
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THE FESTIVAL ROOM

MATTHEW is symbolized by a
human, not an angel, as

sometimes thought.    A
figure of humanity and
reason. Matthew's gos-
pel starts with Jesus' ge-
nealogy from Abraham; it

represents Jesus' Incar-
nation, and so Christ's

human nature.

MARK is symbolized by a
lion, a figure of courage
and monarchy.   It also
represents Jesus' resur-
rection  because lions
were believed to sleep
with open eyes, a com-
parison with Christ  in  the
tomb, and Christ as king.

LUKE is symbolized by an ox
or calf, a figure of sacrifice,

service, and strength.  His
Gospel begins with a
discussion of Zachary, a
priest and the father of
John the Baptist, offering
sacrifice in the temple,

presaging Jesus' sacrifice
in the Passion, and Christ as

priest.

THE FOUR EVANGELISTS Christian tradition has long connected the authors of the four Gospels with
the four "living creatures" that surround God's throne, described in Rev. 4:7.  All four evangelists are
depicted as creatures with wings, signifying the mobility of a spirit.

JOHN is symbolized by an
eagle, a figure of  the sky.
He starts with an  eternal
overview of Jesus the
Logos  (reason  incar-
nate) and further de-
scribes  many things
with a level of theology
higher than the other three
gospels.
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THE PAPAL SYMBOL. The
crossed keys symbolize the
keys of Simon Peter, the first
pope.  The keys are silver and
gold to represent the power of
binding (silver) and loosing
(gold) given to the Church.  The
triple crown (the tiara) repre-
sents the pope's three functions
as "supreme pastor, supreme
teacher, and supreme priest.”
At the top of the tiara,  the gold cross on a globe
symbolizes the sovereignty of Jesus’ blood.

THE PELICAN.  The Pelican
is a symbol of the atonement
and the Redeemer and is of-
ten found in Christian art.
The pelican was believed to
wound itself in order to feed
its young with its own blood.
In the hymn "Adoro Te De-
vote," St. Thomas Aquinas
addresses the Savior with,

"Pelican of Mercy, cleanse me
in Thy Precious Blood." Shakespeare even
makes allusion to this belief when he writes to
his good friend: “Thus wide I'll ope my arms
and, like the kind, life-rendering pelican, repast
them with my blood.”



THE HOLY SPIRIT. This
is based on Luke 3:22 where

the Holy Spirit descends
from heaven upon Jesus
in the form of a dove at
His baptism. The gold
symbolizes the voice of
God the Father: “You are

my beloved son, in You I
am well-pleased."

THE RESURRECTION.
The lily bursting forth in-
to new life, along with
the cross, is a symbol
of the Resurrection.
The grapevine is from
John 15:5, “I am the
vine, you are the branch-

THE LAMB OF GOD. The
Lamb is an ancient symbol
of Christ and His sacrifice.
The cross and banner
stand for Christ's victory
over sin and death.  Seat-
ed on the book, the lamb

represents the judgment of
Christ.

THE  EUCHARIST.    The
gold chalice  with  the
bread      wafer  above
shows   the  forms    in
which   we receive the
Eucharist.  Wheat and
bread    are  shown   as
both physical and spiritu-
al food for us.

THE TEN COMMAND-
MENTS. The two stone
tablets with Roman
numbers I through X
symbolize the Ten
Commandments and re-
mind us of Moses receiv-

ing them from God on Mt.
Sinai.

GOD THE FATHER. The
thumb and first two fin-
gers of the hand of God
are extended, repre-
senting the three per-
sons  of  the  Godhead.
The third and fourth fin-
gers are closed, repre-
senting the twofold nature
of God the Son.

THE CHAPEL

ICON OF THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD. This
Eastern Slavic (Ukrainian or Russian) Icon portraying the
Transfiguration of Our Lord, with lettering in Church Slavonic,
has been dated from the early 18th century.  The typical
Byzantine-style iconography is executed in egg tempera on
wood.  At the top and in the center we see Jesus as he is
transfigured and wrapped in an aura of Divine Glory. Reveren-
tially flanking him and slightly to the back are Elijah the prophet
and Moses the lawgiver (holding the Ten Commandments), as
they converse with him.  Below them are three disciples.  Peter,
kneeling on the left, is speaking to Jesus, while the other two
(John in the center and James on the right) turn away, over-
come either by sleep or fear.  This depiction of the transfigura-
tion of our Lord is also a promise of the future transfiguration
that awaits all humanity as it is joined to him.
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THE HISTORY OF
ST. JOHN VIANNEY CATHOLIC CHURCH

Prince Frederick, Maryland
Southern Maryland was the only part of the English colonies in America to be settled by Roman
Catholics, who landed in St. Mary’s County in 1634. But Catholicism had a difficult path in Calvert
County.  In 1706, there were 3,611 people living in Calvert County, but only 48 of them were Catholics.

From earliest days, Calvert County was largely Anglican.  After the American Revolution, there were
also many Methodists.  Solomons Island had a few Catholics, and a Catholic parish was founded there
in 1888.  There continued to be few Catholics in Calvert County until after World War II.

St. John Vianney was started as a mission of Our Lady Star of the Sea parish in Solomons Island
sometime in the 1920’s.  Priests made the all day trip from Solomons to say mass in Goldstein’s general
store on Main Street.

By 1937, there were enough Catholic families to justify building a chapel.  The original brick church was
built as a “chapel of ease” with financial help from the Extension Mission Society in Chicago.   It was
consecrated by Archbishop Michael Curley of Baltimore in 1937.  It was a part of the Archdiocese of
Baltimore until the Archdiocese of Washington separated from Baltimore in 1947.

St. John Vianney became an independent parish in 1965. The first pastor was Fr. Joseph Naughton.
There were about 100 families in the parish.  At first, there was no rectory. The priest lived in the rooms
where the altar servers vest today. The current rectory was purchased in 1965, along with 18 acres of
land, from the Duke family estate.

The rectory is the oldest house in Prince Frederick.  It was built in 1884 to be the rectory for St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church.  That year, a fire destroyed the Court House and much of the town center.  The
rectory served from 1884 to 1886 as a temporary court house.

The parish has had nine pastors since 1965. Fr. Peter Daly, who came in 1994, has been the longest
serving pastor. Over the years, there have also been several associate priests, including Fr. Francis
Walsh. Since 1995, Fr. Daly is the only priest who has been assigned to the parish. In the summer of
2010, Fr. Peter Alliata took up residence in retirement in one of the cottages on the church grounds.

In 1976, the Vianney Room was built to provide a social hall and education space. In 1993, an
educational wing and lobby were added to the Vianney Room to provide for more space for the growing
religious education programs.  In 1996, a pre-school was started. It has been operating successfully
ever since, teaching three- and four-year-olds with an enrollment of 60 children.  In 2012, the Vianney
Room was expanded again to provide a multi-purpose room that converts from five large classrooms
to a 250-person banquet hall.

In 1997, a parish cemetery was started .  It has been expanded once since then and currently has over
500 graves and a shrine for ashes.

In 2000, the parish purchased 87 acres of woodland. Since then, some of this land has been sold to
the Calvert Soccer Association for soccer fields, and to the American Chestnut Land Trust to provide
a seven-mile walking trail from Prince Frederick to the Chesapeake Bay.
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THE HISTORY (continued)

In 2002, a new parish church which was grafted onto the beloved old church.   The new church includes
a 450-seat nave, a 30-seat chapel, and an entry “festival room” which was the former church.  It also
has a baptismal font and pool modeled from the ancient Basilica of St. John, in Ephesus, Turkey.

In May of 2007, a conference center was dedicated in the church basement. It includes two conference
rooms and a nursery. These rooms were entirely built by volunteers directed by Mr. John McFadden.

The most important original art in the new church is the stained glass described by this book.  The
content and general design of the windows was conceived by Fr. Daly in a long memo he wrote in 2002.

In 2004, a 24,000 sq. ft. Catholic Family Life Center was dedicated.  It has a gym, a 240-seat theater,
meeting rooms, a kitchen, and offices.  It was the gift of John and Jean Doran and the Doran Family
Foundation.

The parish has an active youth program and many summer camps.  It also hosts many community and
social events, including the First Sunday Breakfast, which attracts hundreds of people.

The religious education program for children has grown from a dozen children in 1937 to nearly 500
youth in 2012.  Scores of adults have come into the Catholic Church since the RCIA program began in
1984.  Now, there is an average of 15 weddings, 25 funerals and 75 infant baptisms every year.

St. John Vianney parish has distinguished itself by its charity and service.  Parishioners were instrumen-
tal in starting the only homeless shelter (ECHO) in Calvert County and building a new ECHO shelter in
2010.  It helped start Birthright of Prince Frederick, which is the crisis pregnancy center.  The Calvert
Interfaith Council was also begun here.  Safe Nights of Calvert County was begun at St. John Vianney
in 2005.  For those homeless who cannot get into ECHO, Safe Nights houses them in more than 20
area churches during the cold winter months.

St. John Vianney has sister parishes in Mississippi, Mexico, and Nicaragua. Volunteers from the parish
helped rebuild Our Mother of Mercy parish in Pass Christian, Mississippi, following Hurricane Katrina
in 2005.  Volunteers also helped to build chapels in Hidalgo, Mexico.

In San Juan de Limay, Nicaragua, St. John Vianney has an extraordinary housing program. The parish
funds the building materials and works with the parish in Nicaragua to build the houses and select
needy families. As of July, 2012, the parish has built more than 100 small houses at a cost of $2500
per house. Parishioners make mission trips twice each year to Nicaragua.

The St. John Vianney Interfaith Food Pantry opened in November of 2011. Each week it serves about
80 families. It is entirely staffed by volunteers. The parish also hosts Community Ministries of Calvert
County and Catholic Charities Parish Partners, which help people in the area with emergency needs.

St. John Vianney has grown from its original 100 families in 1965 to more than 1200 families (about
3600 souls) in 2012. The average Sunday mass attendance is between 1200 to 1300 people, including
a Spanish language mass on Sunday evenings. There is Eucharistic adoration four days per week.
The parish is a vital part of Calvert County and the Archdiocese of Washington. It is a community of
prayer, charity, and hospitality.
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THE PASTORS OF ST. JOHN VIANNEY CHURCH

Fr. Maurice B. Alexander, pastor of Our Lady Star of the Sea in Solomons Island,
started our parish as a mission in the late 1920’s. In 1937 our church was built.
After Fr. Alexander’s death in 1946, a succession of short-term pastors served both
Our Lady Star of the Sea and St. John Vianney.

The first long-term pastor since Fr. Alexander was Fr. Gerald Cole, who served
Solomons and the Prince Frederick mission from 1955-1965.

In 1965, we became an independent parish with about 100 families.

Fr. Joseph J. Naughton was our first pastor from 1965 to 1970.

He was succeeded by:

· Fr. Aloysius T. Newman (1970-71)

· Fr. Louis G. Troch (1971)

· Msgr. Lawrence P. Gatti (1971-74)

· Fr. Gerald J. Horgan (1974-75)

· Fr. W. Paul Hill (1975-81)

· Fr. James A. Finan (1981-85)

· Msgr. John B. Brady (1985-94)

· Fr. Peter J. Daly (our longest serving pastor, 1994 to the present, 2012)


